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John 13

In this lesson you will study . . .

Jesus Washes His Disciples’ Feet
Jesus Predicts His Betrayal
The New Commandment
Jesus Predicts Peter’s Denial

JESUS WASHES HIS DISCIPLES’ FEET
Objective 1. Explain how Jesus’ washing of the disciples’ feet showed the full extent of His love.

Read John 13:1-20.

At the Passover, lambs were sacrifi ced for the 
sins of the people. So on the day of the Passover, 
Jesus, the Lamb of God, was going to die for the sins 
of the world. But fi rst He must teach His disciples a 
lesson. They had been arguing over who would be 
greatest in His kingdom. Jesus wanted to teach them 
that true greatness is to serve others.

It was the custom for a servant to wash the feet 
of the guests. Or one friend might honor another by 
washing his feet. But not one of the disciples was 
willing to do the work of a servant and wash the feet 
of the others. So Jesus washed their feet!

How ashamed they were! Jesus, the Son of God, was doing the work they had thought they were 
too good to do! Their Master was taking the place of a slave. If we are going to follow Jesus, we 
must be willing to humble ourselves and do whatever needs to be done to help others. This is our 
way of “washing their feet.”

Jesus taught another lesson: we must let Him cleanse us daily 
from our faults. The disciples had bathed just before going to the 
place where they ate, but they had gotten their feet dirty walking 
along the dusty streets. Getting saved is like taking a bath. When we 
accept Jesus as our Savior, He washes away all our sins; they are gone 
forever and forgotten. But day by day, as we walk through life, we 
sometimes “get our feet dirty.” We do things we should not do. We do 
not need to get saved all over again, but we must take our faults and 
failures to Jesus and let Him wash them away.
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1 What did Jesus do to teach His disciples that they should serve one another?
a) He took a servant’s place and washed their feet.
b) He told how He had left heaven to become a man.
c) He served the food to the disciples.

2 Do you have faults that you want to get rid of? ................................... Talk with Jesus about 
them.

JESUS PREDICTS HIS BETRAYAL
Objective 2. Explain the signifi cance of Judas’ going out into the night.

Read John 13:21-30.

Jesus knew how He would be betrayed. 
Judas, one of His own disciples, would 
turn against Him. One trouble Judas had 
was his love of money. He was treasurer 
and stole from the general funds. This 
may seem like a little thing, but one sin 
leads to another. Judas turned Jesus over 
to His enemies for thirty pieces of silver. 
He sold his own soul, his place in Christ’s kingdom.

1 Timothy 6:10. For the love of money is a source of all kinds of evil.

3 Did Jesus expect to be betrayed?
a) No, He did not.
b) Yes, but He did not know who would betray Him.
c) Yes, He knew Judas was going to betray Him.

4 Pray for your friends that none of them will lose their souls because of their love for money.

THE NEW COMMANDMENT
Objective 3. Describe Jesus’ new commandment.

Read John 13:31-35.

Jesus again told His disciples of His death, that He would go where they could not go at 
that time. They had to stay on earth and live in such a way that all people would know they had 
something different about them. They were to love one another, even as He loved them. This is still 
a very important command that we must follow daily.
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5 What was the new commandment Jesus gave His disciples?
a) They were to wash one another’s feet every day.
b) They were to love one another.
c) They should not steal from the moneybag.

JESUS PREDICTS PETER’S DENIAL
Objective 4. Identify Jesus’ prediction about Peter.

Read John 13:36-38.

You have already learned that Jesus was the Prophet whom God had promised. God shows 
prophets things that are going to happen. Then the prophets predict these events, or tell about them 
before they happen. You have read several of Jesus’ predictions. He said that He would be “lifted 
up,” crucifi ed; Judas would betray Him; and Peter would deny that he knew Him.

Peter thought he was stronger spiritually than the other disciples. Jesus knew how weak he was 
and was praying for him.

6 Jesus predicted that Peter would
a) be head of the church.
b) always be true to Him.
c) deny Him three times.

 1 a) He took a servant’s place and washed their feet.

 5 b) They were to love one another.

 3 c) Yes, He knew Judas was going to betray Him.

 6 c) deny Him three times.


