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John 19

In this lesson you will study . . .

Jesus Sentenced to Death
Jesus Nailed to the Cross
The Death of Jesus
Jesus’ Side Pierced
The Burial of Jesus

JESUS SENTENCED TO DEATH
Objective 1. Explain why Pilate sentenced Jesus to death.

Read John 18:39-40; 19:1-16.

Pilate wanted to set Jesus free, but he was 
afraid of the people. They were threatening 
to report him to the Roman Emperor if he 
did not agree with them. His job and even 
his life would be in danger. He did not want 
to condemn an innocent person, but his own 
safety was more important to him than right 
or wrong. And so Pilate fi nally turned Jesus 
over to be nailed to a cross like a criminal.

Like Pilate, everyone who hears the good 
news about Jesus has to decide what to do 
with Him. Some are afraid to accept Jesus as Savior because of what other people will say or do. 
What God does with us on the Judgment Day depends on what we do now with His Son Jesus 
Christ.

1 Why did Pilate not free Jesus?
a) He found Jesus guilty.
b) He was afraid of the people.
c) He wanted to free Barabbas.
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JESUS NAILED TO THE CROSS
Objective 2. Explain the meaning and confl ict of Jesus’ title that was placed on the cross.

Read John 19:16-27.

Jesus was crucifi ed, nailed to a cross between two criminals. A sign over him read, “Jesus of Nazareth, 
the King of the Jews.” The chief priests did not like that, but Pilate refused to have it changed.

Even while Jesus was suffering on the cross, He thought of others rather than himself. He gave 
His mother into the care of the disciple John. From other gospels we learn that He even prayed for 
God to forgive the people who had nailed Him to the cross.

2 What sign did Pilate order to be put on the cross where Jesus was crucifi ed?
a) Jesus of Nazareth, who was guilty of treason
b) Jesus of Nazareth, who broke the Law of Moses
c) Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews

THE DEATH OF JESUS
Objective 3. Describe what Jesus’ death means for us.

Read John 19:28-30.

All the Old Testament prophecies about the Messiah’s death for our sins were fulfi lled when 
Jesus died on the cross. It all happened exactly like the prophets had predicted hundreds of years 
before, even to the soldiers gambling for His clothes and offering Him sour wine to drink.

Psalm 69:21 (KJV). In my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink.

Jesus said, “It is fi nished!” He meant that He had fi nished the work God had given Him to do. 
When He died, He fi nished paying for our salvation.

It was really our sins that made Jesus die. So we cannot put the blame on the people of Jesus’ 
nation, on Pilate, or on the soldiers who crucifi ed Him. It was sin—our sin—that made Him go to 
the cross to save us. Knowing this makes us feel sorry for our sins. We do not want to keep on doing 
the things that caused Jesus’ death. So we ask God to forgive our sins. We just accept what Jesus 
has done for us, and we are saved. He died in our place.

1 Peter 2:24. Christ himself carried our sins in his body to the cross, so that we might die to sin 
and live for righteousness.

3 What did Jesus mean when He said, “It is fi nished!”?
a) A new world government was now in effect.
b) The work of salvation was fi nished.
c) All hope for His kingdom was lost.
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4 Who is to blame for Jesus’ death?
a) Only the high priests
b) Just the Sanhedrin, Pilate, and the soldiers who crucifi ed Him
c) We are, with everyone else who has sinned. Our sins made Him die.

5 What should we do now?
a) We should never accuse anyone in court.
b) We should blame the people who put Jesus to death and hold it against their descendants.
c) We should be sorry for our sins and ask God to forgive us.

JESUS’ SIDE PIERCED
Objective 4. Explain why it was important for Jesus’ side to be pierced with a spear.

Read John 19:31-37.

Crucifi xion was a slow, agonizing form of execution. The soldiers broke the legs of the victims 
to make them die sooner. They found Jesus already dead and did not break His bones. This was a 
fulfi llment of prophecy.

When the soldiers pierced Jesus’ side, this also was the fulfi llment of prophecy, the fountain 
opened to wash away our sins.

Zechariah 13:1 (KJV). In that day there shall be a fountain opened to the house of David and 
to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and for uncleanness.

1 John 1:7. The blood of Jesus, his Son, purifi es us from every sin.

6 Memorize 1 John 1:7.

7 Read Zechariah 13:1 three times.

THE BURIAL OF JESUS
Objective 5. Describe the burial of Jesus’ body.

Read John 19:38-42.

Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus were both prominent religious leaders and members of the 
Sanhedrin. They had not voted for the death of Jesus. Up until then they had been secret believers 
in Jesus, afraid to come out openly for Him.

Sometimes it is hard for people in high social positions to come out openly for Jesus. They may 
feel ashamed to go to a church where most of the people are poor. They may be afraid they will lose 
their jobs if they become Christians. But God gave Joseph and Nicodemus courage to ask for Jesus’ 
body and to bury it, showing their respect and love for Him. This fulfi lled another prophecy: that 
the Messiah would be with the rich in His death.

The burial custom there was to wrap the body with spices and place it in a cave or niche dug 
out of the rocky hillside. From the other Gospels we learn that Jesus’ body was buried in the tomb 
of Joseph of Arimathea.
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There was not enough time to fi nish all the preparations for burial because it was nearly 
night when Jesus died. The Sabbath began at sundown. So the body of Jesus was put in the tomb 
without all the preparations for burial being fi nished.

8 What was done with Jesus’ body?
a) Joseph and Nicodemus buried it.
b) The disciples buried it.
c) It was left on the cross.

9 Why were the preparations for burial not fi nished?
a) Jesus’ followers were afraid.
b) Jesus died just before the Sabbath began, and no one could work after sundown.
c) The disciples did not have enough money to buy the materials for burial.

10 Pray that God will give secret believers courage to come out openly for Jesus.

 4 c) We are, with everyone else who has sinned. Our sins made Him die.

 1 b) He was afraid of the people.

 5 c) We should be sorry for our sins and ask God to forgive us.

 2 c) Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews

 8 a) Joseph and Nicodemus buried it.

 3 b) The work of salvation was fi nished.

 9 b) Jesus died just before the Sabbath began, and no one could work after sundown.


