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John 21

In this lesson you will study . . .

Jesus Appears to Seven Disciples
Jesus and Peter
Jesus and the Other Disciple
Conclusion

JESUS APPEARS TO SEVEN DISCIPLES
Objective 1. Explain the purpose of Jesus’ appearing to the seven disciples at the Sea of Tiberias.

Read John 21:1-14.

The disciples went back to Galilee according to 
Jesus’ instructions (Matthew 28:10). One night Simon 
Peter and some others decided to go fi shing.

They worked all night but did not catch anything. 
Jesus came and told them to put their nets down in 
the water on the other side of the boat. They did and 
caught so many fi sh that they could hardly pull the nets 
in. When we do what Jesus tells us to, He turns our 
failures into success.

1 What did the disciples do after Jesus had appeared 
to them?
a) They went back to their homes in Galilee and went 
fi shing.

b) They prayed to be fi lled with the Holy Spirit.
c) They started preaching the gospel.

JESUS AND PETER

Objective 2. Explain the purpose of Jesus’ questions to Peter.

Read John 21:15-19.

Peter had said three times that he did not know Jesus; now the Lord asked him a question three 
times. Peter had said that even though the others went away from Jesus, he would never leave Him. 
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But he had acted worse than all the others when the test came. So Jesus asked him, “Do you love 
me more than these?” Peter was ashamed of the way he had acted and was sorry for what he had 
done.

Jesus said, “Feed my sheep.” We understand from this that Peter was forgiven for denying the 
Lord. He was to be a shepherd to take care of those who would believe in Jesus. Again Jesus said 
to Peter, “Follow me.”

2 What did Jesus ask Peter?
a) “Do you love me more than these?”
b) “Why did you deny me three times?”
c) “Do you know how to take care of sheep?”

JESUS AND THE OTHER DISCIPLE
Objective 3. Explain the importance of knowing and doing God’s will for our own lives.

Read John 21:20-24.

John, who wrote this Gospel, did not want to mention himself by name. He was the disciple that 
Peter was talking about when he asked, “Lord, what about this man?” Jesus let Peter know that it 
was not for him to know what John would have to do or what would happen to him. Peter was to 
follow Jesus faithfully without worrying about what others would do.

God does not call all people to do the same thing. We cannot decide what we will do by what we 
see others doing. Neither can we say others should do a certain thing because we feel this is what 
God wants us to do. Let us pray for God’s will in our own lives and in the lives of other Christians 
also.

3 What did Peter want to know?
a) How he could feed sheep when he was a fi sherman
b) What would happen to John

4 Ask God to help you do His will.

CONCLUSION

Objective 4. Describe lessons you learned from studying John’s Gospel.

Read John 21:25.

In the Gospel that John wrote, you have learned that Jesus is the Word. Through Him God 
speaks to you. Jesus is the Son of God who shows you what God is like. He is the Lamb of God 
who died to take away your sins.
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Jesus is the way to heaven; follow Him and you will not be lost. He is the light of the world; 
you do not have to walk in darkness. Jesus is the bread of life that will satisfy your hungry soul. 
He is the truth who saves you from ignorance and error. He is the Son of Man who knows you and 
understands your needs. He is the Good Shepherd who cares for you. He is the resurrection and 
the life who gives you more abundant life now, victory over death, and eternal life in the world to 
come.

Jesus is all this and more. He is your Savior, Lord, and King who loves you. He wants you to 
ove and obey Him. He wants you to follow Him now and be with Him forever in His heavenly 
home. Jesus will not force you to follow Him. He leaves the choice up to you. We hope that you 
follow Him faithfully and enjoy the wonderful life He will give you.

We would like to help you learn more about Jesus so you can follow Him better. ICI has other 
courses that will help you grow spiritually. If you have not already sent for another course, please 
do so today.

If you need help to fi nd a good church near you, where you can meet with others who love Jesus, 
we will do what we can to help you fi nd one. You will want to meet with others to pray, to worship 
God, and to study His Word. The pastor can help you with your spiritual problems. Do not forget to 
read the Bible and pray every day. God will bless and keep you in His love.

5 After studying who Jesus is and what He can do, what should you do now?
a) Love Jesus—follow Him the rest of your life.
b) Go your way—forget what you have studied.

CONGRATULATIONS!

You have fi nished this course. We hope that it has been a great help to you! Remember to 
complete your student report and return the answer sheet to your instructor. As soon as we receive 
your answer sheets, we will check them over and send you your seal or certifi cate.

 1 a) They went back to their homes in Galilee and went fi shing.

 3 b) What would happen to John

 2 a) “Do you love me more than these?”

 5 a) Love Jesus—follow Him the rest of your life.
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One Final Word

This is a special kind of book because it was written by people who care about you. These are 
happy people who have found good answers to many of the questions and problems that trouble 
almost everyone in the world. They believe that God wants them to share with others the answers 
they have found. They believe that you need some important information to answer your own 
questions and problems and fi nd the way of life that is best for you.

They have prepared this book to give you this information. You will fi nd this book based on 
these fundamental truths:

1. You need a Savior. Read Romans 3:23; Ezekiel 18:20.
2. You cannot save yourself. Read 1 Timothy 2:5; John 14:6.
3. God desires that the world should be saved. Read John 3:16-17.
4. God sent Jesus who gave His life to save all those who believe in Him. Read Galatians 4:

4-5; 1 Peter 3:18.
5. The Bible shows us the way of salvation and teaches us how to grow in the Christian life. 

Read John 15:5; John 10:10; 2 Peter 3:18.
6. You decide your eternal destiny. Read Luke 13:1-5; Matthew 10:32-33; John 3:35-36.

This book tells you how to decide your destiny, and it gives you opportunities to express your 
decision. Also, the book is different from others because it gives you a chance to contact people 
who prepared it. If you want to ask questions or explain your needs and feelings, you may write to 
them.

In the back of the book, you should fi nd a card called Decision Report and Request Card. When 
you have made a decision, fi ll out the card and mail it as indicated. Then you will receive more help. 
You may use the card to ask questions, or make requests for prayer or information.

Now you are ready to answer the questions in your Student 
Report for Unit Two. Review the lessons in this unit, then 
follow the instructions in your student report for fi lling out 
the answer sheet. When you send your answer sheet to your 
instructor, ask him or her about another course of study.


