
50

What the Church Does for God

In Lesson 6, we studied how Christians help each other in the body of Christ. In Lesson 7, we 
saw some of our responsibilities to unbelievers. The church must do service for itself and others. 
Also, it must do special service for God.

In Lesson 1, we learned that one of God’s purposes for the church is to bring glory to Himself. 
How can the church glorify its Lord? What does the church do to obey the Lord? These are some 
of the things we will look at in this lesson.

Christians who know how to pray should put their knowledge into action. Prayer is a service to 
God as well as a privilege for us. You know that you should worship and you like to worship, but 
sometimes you get too busy with other things.

If you are a Christian, you know the joy of obedience to Christ, and you feel guilty when you 
do not obey. Being obedient honors God. Let us honor Him!

In this lesson you will study . . .

Special Acts of Worship
The Believer’s Baptism
The Lord’s Supper

This lesson will help you . . .

• Defi ne and illustrate worship.

• Describe the importance of baptism.

• Understand the meaning of the Lord’s Supper.

SPECIAL ACTS OF WORSHIP

Objective 1. Describe several ways we can worship God.

In our fi rst lesson, we learned that one of the purposes of the church is to praise God. Christians 
bring glory to God by their godly lives. As Paul said to the church at Philippi, “Your lives will be 
fi lled with the truly good qualities which only

Jesus Christ can produce, for the glory and praise of God” (Philippians 1:11).
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But Christians also glorify God by their worship. To worship means to pay respect, to honor, 
and to obey. We worship by praising God for His goodness. As Paul wrote to the church at Ephesus, 
“Let us praise God . . . for the free gift he gave us in his dear Son!” (Ephesians 1:6). (See also 
Ephesians 1:12, 14.)

The Bible says that all believers are to be like priests offering prayer and praise to God. “You will 
serve as holy priests to offer spiritual and acceptable sacrifi ces to God through Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 2:
5). The sacrifi ce that the church gives is praise. “Let us, then, always offer praise to God as our sacrifi ce 
through Jesus, which is the offering presented by lips that confess him as Lord” (Hebrews 13:15).

We also worship God by singing. The Bible says much about worshiping God in song. The 
whole book of Psalms is songs. One says “Sing to the Lord and praise him!” (Psalm 96:2). Paul 
may have had this passage in mind when he wrote to the church at Colossae, “Sing to God with 
thanksgiving in your hearts” (Colossians 3:16).

The Bible tells us about another way to worship God: by giving. Yes, giving is an act of worship. 
In his letter to the church at Philippi, Paul thanks them for their gift. He said, “Epaphroditus has 
brought me all your gifts. They are like a sweet-smelling offering to God, a sacrifi ce which is 
acceptable and pleasing to him” (Philippians 4:18). Because Christians give, needs are met. 
Because needs are met, people praise God. “For this service [of giving] you perform not only 
meets the needs of God’s people, but also produces an outpouring of grateful thanks to God” 
(2 Corinthians 9:12).

Circle the letter in front of the correct answer.

1 To worship means to
a) give money to worthy causes.
b) attend church regularly.
c) pay respect.
d) be kind to people.

2 The basic purpose of the church is to
a) bring glory to God.
b) help people lead good lives.
c) gather people for prayer.
d) sing about God.

3 Which of the following is NOT a way to worship God?
a) Singing God’s praise
b) Praising God’s goodness
c) Giving gifts for God’s work
d) Living an ungodly life

4 Complete the following sentence. Christians 

are to offer the sacrifi ce of ................................................................................................................

5 Make a list of some ways to praise God.

..................................................................................

..................................................................................
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We must be careful here. True worship is not simply singing, praying, or giving. These are the 
outward signs of our worship. True worship is spiritual. We could go to a Christian meeting and 
sing, but never really worship. Jesus said, “God is Spirit, and only by the power of his Spirit can 
people worship him as he really is” (John 4:24). Worship is not form or ritual. Worship is spiritual. 
“We worship God by means of his Spirit and rejoice in our life in union with Christ Jesus. We 
do not put any trust in external ceremonies” (Philippians 3:3). Let us never confuse the activities 
associated with worship with its spiritual reality.

6 Choose the best answer of each two given in parentheses and write it in the blank.

a True worship is ............................................................................................................................
(spiritual) (ceremonial)

b Christians worship by means of

......................................................................................................................................................
(the Holy Spirit) (forms and rituals)

THE BELIEVER’S BAPTISM

Objective 2. Explain why Christians should be baptized.

When we express love to God, we are doing something to please Him. Our love and praise are 
better than ceremonies. However, Jesus did tell us to observe two ceremonies. These two ceremonies 
that Christ ordered are called ordinances. The one we will now consider is called baptism.

When a person becomes a Christian, he wants to tell everyone what he has done. Baptism is 
a way of doing this. Usually the pastor arranges a place for the baptism, such as a lake or stream. 
The new Christian is lowered into the water and brought up again. This is a picture of what Christ 
has done for the believer. The Christian is, by means of baptism, identifi ed with Christ’s death and 
resurrection. Paul explained this to the church at Colossae:

For when you were baptized, you were buried with Christ, and in baptism you were also 
raised with Christ through your faith in the active power of God, who raised him from death 
(Colossians 2:12).

So baptism is a sign to others that our old, sinful life is buried, and we now have a new life in 
Christ Jesus.

Baptism is not something done to unbelievers to make them believers. Baptism does not save a 
person from sin. It is not like magic.

In the early church, people believed in Christ, and then they were baptized. When the Holy 
Spirit fi rst came upon the church, Peter preached the importance of faith in Christ. And “many of 
them believed his message and were baptized.”
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Later Philip brought the message of Christ to Samaria. The Bible says, “When they believed 
Philip’s message about the good news of the Kingdom of God and about Jesus Christ, they were 
baptized, both men and women” (Acts 8:12).

Jesus commanded us to baptize new believers. “Go, then, to all peoples everywhere and make 
them my disciples: baptize them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 
28:19). It is our duty to obey Him.

7 Read Romans 6:4 and fi ll in the following blanks:

By our baptism, then, we were ..........................................................................................................

with him and shared his ....................................................................................................................

in order that, just as Christ was .........................................................................................................
by the glorious power of the Father, so also we might ............................

8 Choose the best answer of each two given in parentheses and write it in the blank.
a The church baptizes because

......................................................................................................................................................
(it is a ceremony) (Christ commanded it)

b Who should be baptized?

......................................................................................................................................................
(Believers) (Unbelievers)

c Baptism .......................................................................................................................................
(makes people Christians) (shows what Christ did)

THE LORD’S SUPPER

Objective 3. Explain the biblical meaning of the Lord’s Supper.

Jesus commanded the church to baptize. But Jesus also commanded us to observe the Lord’s 
Supper. At this last meal with His disciples, He said “Do this in memory of me” (1 Corinthians 11:
24).

Like baptism, the Lord’s Supper is an ordinance. It is not magic. It is not an empty ceremony. 
When we observe the Lord’s Supper we honor Christ.

When we share the bread and the cup, we show what Christ has done for us. Paul said that by it 
“you proclaim the Lord’s death” (1 Corinthians 11:26). By this meal we show ourselves to be one 
with Christ. It helps us remember that Christ died for us.

Then he took a piece of bread, gave thanks to God, broke it, and gave it to them saying, “This 
is my body, which is given for you. Do this in memory of me.” In the same way, he gave them 
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the cup after the supper, saying, “This cup is God’s new covenant sealed with my blood which 
is poured out for you” (Luke 22:19-20).

A person should not accept the bread and the cup until he has accepted Christ.

In this action, we are not only identifi ed with Christ but with each other. The Lord’s Supper is 
not something a person does alone. It shows the unity of the “body of Christ.” Paul said:

When we drink from it (the cup), we are sharing in the blood of Christ. And the bread we break: 
when we eat it, we are sharing in the body of Christ. Because there is one loaf of bread, all of us, 
though many, are one body, for we all share the same loaf (1 Corinthians 10:16-17).

The Lord’s Supper shows our faith in Christ’s death, and in the unity of the church. But also, it 
shows our faith in Jesus’ coming for His church. “You proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes” 
(1 Corinthians 11:26).

9 Which of the following is NOT part of the meaning of the Lord’s Supper?
a) A picture of what Christ did for us
b) An expression of faith in Christ’s coming
c) A way of getting forgiveness from God
d) An expression of the unity of believers

10 The most important reason Christians observe the Lord’s Supper and baptism is because
a) they bring blessings to the Christian.
b) they are religious ceremonies.
c) they were commanded by Christ.
d) they represent the Lord’s death.

The church has a ministry to the Lord. It must obey and glorify the Lord. This work will not be 
fi nished until Jesus comes for His church. Then we will be with Him. Until that day, the church is 
needed to show believers and unbelievers what is the will of God. The church witnesses to the lost 
and strengthens the believers.

The early church did all these things. My heart is moved each time that I read Acts 2:46-47

Day after day they met as a group . . . they had their meals together in their homes, eating with 
glad and humble hearts, praising God, and enjoying the good will of all the people. And every 
day the Lord added to their group those who were being saved.

Can that be said about the church in my area? Or of the church in your area? God wants to use 
us to help the church. He wants us to do our part.

Every Christian needs the church. “Let us not give up the habit of meeting together, as some are doing. 
Instead, let us encourage one another all the more” (Hebrews 10:25). The church is important to Christ. 
“Christ loved the church and gave his life for it” (Ephesians 5:25). Let us do our part in His church.
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Aren’t you glad to be a part of His church? Now that we have come to the end of our study, I 
hope you have a better understanding of the church; its importance in bringing others to Christ; its 
value for you; its part in God’s plan. Why don’t you take time now to thank God for His church, 
the body of Christ. Let Him show you ways you can be more involved, and be a part of His plan 
for the church.

10 c) they were commanded by Christ.

 1 c) pay respect.

 9 c) A way of getting forgiveness from God.

 2 a) bring glory to God.

 8 a Christ commanded it.
 b Believers.
 c shows what Christ did.

 3 d) Living an ungodly life.

 7 buried, death, raised from death, live a new life.

 4 praise, worship.

 6 a spiritual.
 b the Holy Spirit.

 5 Living a godly life.

Praising.

Praying.

Singing.

You have now concluded the fi nal lesson in this unit. Take the self-test and check your answers. 
Then review the unit and answer the questions for this unit in the student report at the back of the 
book.

CONGRATULATIONS!

You have fi nished this course. We hope that it has been a great help to you! Remember to 
complete the second section of your student report and return the answer sheet to your advisor. 
As soon as we receive both answer sheets we will check them over and send you your seal or 
certifi cate.
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One Final Word

This is a special kind of book because people who care wrote it for you. These are happy people 
who have found good answers to many of the questions and problems that trouble almost everyone 
in the world. These happy people believe that God wants them to share with others the answers they 
have found. They believe that you need some important information in order to answer your own 
questions and problems and fi nd the way of life that is best for you.

They have prepared this book in order to give you this information. You will fi nd this book 
based on these fundamental truths:

1. You need a Savior. Read Romans 3:23, Ezekiel 18:20.

2. You cannot save yourself. Read 1 Timothy 2:5, John 14:6.

3. God desires that the world should be saved. Read John 3:16-17.

4. God sent Jesus who gave His life to save all those who believe in Him. Read Galatians 4:4-5, 
1 Peter 3:18.

5. The Bible shows us the way of salvation and teaches how to grow in the Christian life. Read 
John 15:5, John 10:10, 2 Peter 3:18.

6. You Decide your eternal destiny. Read Luke 13:1-5, Matthew 10:32-33, John 3:35-36.

This book tells you how to decide your destiny, and it gives you opportunities to express your 
decision. Also the book is different from others because it gives you a chance to contact people 
who prepared it. If you want to ask questions, or explain your needs and feelings, you may write 
to them.

In the back of the book you should fi nd a card called Decision Report and Request Card. When 
you have made a decision, fi ll out the card and mail it as indicated. Then you will receive more help. 
You may use the card to ask questions, or make requests for prayer or information.

If there is no card in this copy of the book, write to your advisor and you will receive a personal 
answer.


