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3History of the 
Chosen People

We have considered the origin of the world and the early history 
of humanity. Now our study turns to a single man and the beginning 
of a nation through whom God would bring about His purpose for 
mankind. That man was Abraham; it was from the twelve sons of 
his grandson, Jacob, that the nation of Israel descended.

God chose the Israelites to be His people because He wanted 
to have a people through whom He could accomplish His 
purposes in the world. His choice was intended to produce three 
important benefi ts. First, the worship of Himself, the true God, 
would be preserved amid an increasing darkness coming upon 
the world. Second, His written word, the Holy Scriptures, would 
be recorded, guarded, and passed on to future generations. And 
third, the line of ancestry for the needed and promised Redeemer, 
our Lord Jesus Christ, would be continued. The people of God 
who were to make these benefi ts possible were called to fulfi ll a 
great responsibility!

This lesson will help you see how God displayed His mighty 
power as He chose, preserved, and delivered His people. What 
wonderful miracles He did for them! You will gain a new 
understanding of His purpose as you study these events.
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lesson outline
A Hope Is Given
A Man Responds
A Nation Is Born

lesson objectives
When you fi nish this lesson you should be able to:

Select a statement showing how the civilization described in 
Genesis 11 illustrates the pattern given in Romans 1.
Describe God’s calling of Abraham and his promises to him.
Choose the statement that describes Abram’s journey from Ur 
to Shechem.
Identify how Abraham’s faith was tested by each of his trials.
Identify descriptions of Abraham’s descendants and the 
relationship of each to the Israelites.
Select statements that describe how the Israelites’ experience in 
Egypt prepared them for what God wanted them to do next.
Choose descriptions of the deliverance of the Israelites from 
Egypt and recognize the signifi cance of their deliverance.

learning activities
1. Read Genesis 11 through Exodus 14 in your Bible as the 

lesson directs you to.
2. Work carefully through the lesson development, answering 

the study questions and checking your answers with the ones 
that are given. Pay special attention to the teaching given 
concerning the life of Abraham. Take the self-test and check 
your answers.
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H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  C h o s e n  P e o p l e 59



key words
circumcision patriarch
culture plague
idols providence
migrate

60 Te n t s ,  Te m p l e s ,  a n d  P a l a c e s



lesson development

A HOPE IS GIVEN
The Darkness of the Times
Read Genesis 11:1-9
Objective 1. Select a statement showing how the civilization described 

in Genesis 11 illustrates the pattern given in Romans 1.
The judgment of the Flood did not cause rebellion against 

God to stop. The people, who all spoke one language, made an 
evil and foolish plan. They built a city with a tower which was 
called the tower of Babel or Babylon. This tower seemed to be 
an effort to exalt themselves above the power of God Himself, 
just like Satan had wanted to do (Luke 10:18, Isaiah 14:12-14). 
But God judged them. He confused their common language 
and scattered them over the earth, each group with a different 
language. Thus their ability for united rebellion was crushed.

The rebellious condition of mankind described in Genesis 11 
is a good example of the pattern given in Romans 1.

Application
1 Read Romans 1:19-29 and answer the following questions in 
your notebook.
a What can be known about God through the things He has 

made (v. 20)?
b How do people reject the truth of God (v.21)?

First, the people reject the truth about God. Next, they follow 
fi ve downward steps as they reject the truth.
1. Their empty minds are fi lled with darkness (v.21).
2. They worship images made like man, birds, animals, or 

reptiles (v.23).
3. God gives them over to doing the fi lthy things they desire to 

do (v.24).
4. God gives them over to following sexual perversions (vs. 26 27).
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5. God gives them over to corrupted minds because they refuse 
to keep in mind the true knowledge about God (v.28).
Therefore the corrupted condition of the people described in 

Genesis 11, like the corrupted condition described in Genesis 
6, was the result of a human choice to reject the truth of God. 
Remember that all the people described in Genesis 11 were the 
direct descendants of Noah. They had the knowledge of God.

The great historian, Arnold Toynbee, has traced 21 separate 
civilizations in 6000 years of history. He began with the 
civilizations of Sumer and Akkad, which came into being soon 
after God judged the civilization described in Genesis 11. He 
ended with the recent civilizations of our world today. He found 
that each one has followed the same pattern of decline. The seed of 
rebellion which ultimately brings self-destruction is in all people.

Application
2 The civilization described in Genesis 11 is an illustration of 
the pattern given in Romans 1 because the people in it had
a) no godly ancestors who had followed God.
b) rejected the truth they once knew.
c) no knowledge or understanding of the truth.

The Faithfulness of God
Read Genesis 12:1-3
Objective 2. Describe God’s calling of Abram and His promises to him.

The time period covered by Genesis 12–50 is known as 
the patriarchal age because it deals with the lives of the men 
who were known as the patriarchs—the physical (and spiritual) 
fathers of God’s people. The patriarchs were Abram (later 
called Abraham) and his descendants Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph. 
Genesis 12–50 tells us about their relationships to God.

There are many wonderful truths we can learn from their 
lives! They struggled in their life situations just as we do. Yet they 
responded to God’s revelation (His telling) and His guidance. We 
can be encouraged by studying their lives! Though they had human 
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weaknesses and failings, they were sensitive to God’s love. They 
believed in God’s promise. They obeyed Him and experienced His 
presence in personal ways and were given a great hope for the future.

Abram’s World
Abram (later called Abraham) was from the family of Terah, 

who lived in the city of Ur in Babylonia. Ur was located in the 
area called the fertile crescent, which we have already studied 
in Lesson 2. After the Flood, this area came to be ruled by the 
Sumerians, a non-Semitic people. But the Akkadians, a Semitic 
people, conquered them. The culture from which Abram came 
had probably existed in this area of the world for about 1,000 
years. Notice these places on the following map.
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Caspian Sea

Tigris River

Euphrates River

Red Sea

N
ile
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r THE PATRIARCHAL WORLD

SHECHEM
AKKAD

SUMER

Mediterranean Sea

Ur was a thriving city with businesses, factories, courts, and 
religious activities. It covered more than 150 acres (60.7 hectares). 
Probably some 24,000 people lived there. Its idolatrous worship 
centered around a huge tower 70 feet (21.3 meters) tall.

Abram was a descendant of Noah through the line of Shem, 
as we have studied (Genesis 11:10-26). Yet Abram’s father, 
Terah, and his people were far from any knowledge of the most 
high God. Terah and his family worshiped idols (Joshua 24:2-3).
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Application
3 Review the description of Abram’s world and study the 
foregoing map. Circle the letter of each TRUE statement below.
a Ur is near the Caspian Sea.
b The Sumerians were descendants of Shem, Noah’s son.
c Akkad is north of Sumer.
d The Akkadians ruled after the Sumerians did.

God’s Call and God’s Promise
Though the times were dark and men worshiped idols, God 

was faithful! He continued to deal with mankind.
There must have been some testimony to truth in Abram’s 

heart. Perhaps the message of creation, the fi rst witness to God 
(Psalm 19), stirred him to search for God. We know only that the 
call of God came to Abram even before his family migrated from 
Ur to Haran (Acts 7:2).

The Lord said to Abram, “Leave your native land, your 
relatives, and your father’s home and go to a country that I 
am going to show you. I will give you many descendants, 
and they will become a great nation. I will bless you and 
make your name famous, so that you will be a blessing . . . 
and through you I will bless all nations” (Genesis 12:1-3).
Abram’s experience from beginning to end was one of faith.
The events which followed show the importance of one 

man’s faith. First a family, then a tribe, then a nation, and fi nally 
the world were affected by Abram’s faith in following God.

Application
4 Read Genesis 12:1-3 and write in your notebook answers to 
the following question.
a What did God ask Abram to leave?
b Where did God tell Abram to go?
c What things did God promise Abram He would do?
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A MAN RESPONDS
Abraham’s Journey
Read Genesis 12:4-9
Objective 3. Choose the statement that describes Abram’s journey 

from Ur to Shechem.
Abram responded to God’s call for him to leave the security and 

prosperity of his native city of Ur. Hebrews 11:8 tells us that he “left 
his own country without knowing where he was going.” But God 
had promised him a better place, and he eagerly looked and waited 
for it. He expected to fi nd the city which was designed and built by 
God, the city with permanent foundations (Hebrews 11:10).

Abram fi rst migrated about 600 miles (968 kilometers) north 
along a branch of the Euphrates river to Haran, a city very similar 
to Ur. Apparently he wavered in his resolution to do God’s will, 
for he waited until Terah died before he fully obeyed the Lord. 
Then he left Haran and traveled 400 miles (645 kilometers) west 
and south into Canaan itself; to the place called Shechem.

According to Genesis 12:7-8 Abram twice built an altar. His 
activity was fi rst of all a personal response in which he expressed 
his worship of the true God of heaven. It was also a witness to 
the idolatrous communities he lived in. He enjoyed such a close 
life with God that he received an unusual name.

Application
5 Read Isaiah 41:8 and James 2:23. Abram (later Abraham) was 
called God’s
a) priest.
b) prophet.
c) friend.
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Application
6 Turn back to the preceding map and locate the places to 
which Abram migrated from Ur. Circle the letter in front of the 
statement which best describes his journey.
a) Abram left the city of Ur, then went 600 miles north to Haran 

and 400 miles southwest to Shechem.
b) Abram began his journey at the city of Ur, then went 1000 

miles southwest along the Euphrates river to Shechem.
c) Abram left the city of Ur and ended his journey 600 miles 

north at the place called Shechem.

Abraham’s Trials
Objective 4. Identify how Abraham’s faith was tested by each of his 

trials. 

The First Five Trials;

Read Genesis 12:1–16:16
We will now study Abram’s spiritual journey. It is more 

important for us to understand this journey than for us to know 
about the places where Abram traveled in his geographical 
journeys. In Nehemiah 9:7-8 a prophetic word was given to 
explain Abram’s spiritual journey:

You, Lord God, chose Abram and led him out of Ur in 
Babylonia; you changed his name to Abraham. You found 
that he was faithful to you, and you made a covenant with 
him. . . . You kept your promise, because you are faithful.
If we use this prophetic word as an outline of Abram’s 

experience, we fi nd that it describes four major events: 1) God 
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chose Abram; 2) God changed Abram’s name to Abraham; 3) 
God found that Abraham was faithful to Him; and 4) God made a 
covenant with Abraham and kept His promise. These four major 
events correspond with several different chapters in Genesis.

Abram’s call is recorded in Genesis 12. In Genesis 15:7-
21, God’s covenant with Abram is described. Genesis 12–16 
tells about an important time in Abram’s relationship to God. It 
reveals fi ve specifi c tests by which God found that Abram was 
faithful to Him. The word found in the original language of the 
Bible means to thoroughly explore. Abram’s faithfulness was 
brought to light; all of its aspects were made plain. Genesis 
17 describes the event when Abram’s name was changed to 
Abraham and God confi rmed His covenant.

We will study the tests or trials of Abram in Genesis 12–16 
in more detail because these relate to tests that we also may 
experience in our own lives. Carefully study the following chart. 
Read the Scriptures given. This chart shows the fi ve trials that 
Abram experienced before the covenant was confi rmed.

Notice that the last of these tests involved delay. Twenty-four 
years had passed since Abram had settled in Canaan. Abram and 
Sarai had no hope for a son by any human means. Abram had 
considered appointing Eliezer, his servant from Damascus, as his 
heir (Genesis 15:2-4). Abram’s suggestion probably shows that 
this was a custom of that time.

But God rejected Abram’s idea. He had promised Abram and 
Sarai a son. He said that through this son Abram’s descendants 
would become as numerous as the stars of heaven. Abram 
believed God (Genesis 15:6), and this was the basis for God’s 
acceptance of him. Romans 4:3 says that such faith is the basis of 
all righteousness with God.

Application
7 The following chart is also an exercise; the last two columns 
have been left blank for you to fi ll in. The fi rst three columns give 
the following information: a) the Scripture reference in which 
the trial is described, b) a short summary of the trial, and c) the 
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context or circumstances of the trial. Issues refers to the aspects of 
the test that Abram had to overcome through faith and obedience. 
Reaction refers to the kinds of responses Abram made.  .

Read each of the Scriptures given in the references. Then in the 
two blank columns of the chart, write the issues relating to and the 
quality of faith tested by each trial. For issues, choose from these 
fi ve ideas, matching them to the trials: riches, famine, separation, 
delay, and power. For reaction, choose from these fi ve: fervent 
faith, humility, integrity, patience, and defi ciency of faith.

THE TRIALS OF ABRAM (ABRAHAM)
Scripture
Reference

Description
of Test

Context
of Test Issues Reaction

1. Genesis 
11-12

Willingness to 
break natural 
ties

Ur

2. Genesis 
12:10-20

Stress of 
circumstances 
(famine)

Egypt

3. Genesis 
13:1-18

Choice of unity 
or friction with Lot

Strife

4. Genesis 14 Love for 
brothers and 
dependence on 
God

Kings of 
north and 
Sodom

5. Genesis 16 Time of waiting 
for birth of son

His wife 
Sarai

Other Events; Read Genesis 17:1–21:34; 23:1-20
Abram’s human weakness was shown again when he and 

Sarai planned that Hagar, Sarai’s handmaid, should bear Abram 
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a son. And through Hagar, Abram had a son who was named 
Ishmael. But in spite of Abram’s error, God appeared to Abram 
again. He enlarged and confi rmed the covenant He had made. 
Abram’s name was changed to Abraham, Sarai’s name was 
changed to Sarah, and God promised His blessing to all of 
Abraham’s descendants including Ishmael (Genesis 17:1–18:15). 
The act of circumcision was made the sign or seal of the 
covenant. By receiving and giving circumcision, Abraham agreed 
to the covenant and acknowledged God’s lordship of his life.

The destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah (Genesis 18–19), 
the incident of Abimelech (Genesis 20), the birth of Isaac, 
the child of promise (Genesis 21), and the death of Sarah 
(Genesis 23) are all events that take place during this time.

The Last Trial; Read Genesis 22:1-19
For Abraham there was yet one more test of his relationship 

to God. It was the climactic and crucial one.

Application
8 Review Genesis 22:1-19. Circle the letter of each TRUE 
statement below.
a God asked Abraham to sacrifi ce Isaac.
b Abraham told the servants that only he would return.
c Abraham told Isaac that God would provide a lamb.
d God was pleased with Abraham’s obedience.

Abraham had to move beyond his human reasoning ability in 
order to declare to Isaac that God Himself would provide a lamb. 
Abraham’s willingness to sacrifi ce his son demonstrated both 
his obedience and his ultimate faith in God. God the Father not 
only provided a ram for the sacrifi ce, but He also reaffi rmed His 
promise to Abraham. In Genesis 22:16-17 we read that God said 
to Him: “I will richly bless you. Because you did this and did not 
keep back your only son from me, I promise that I will give you 
as many descendants as there are stars in the sky.”
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Application
9 Which phrase best describes the qualities that were tested by 
Abraham’s fi nal trial?
a) Integrity and humility
b) Patience and waiting
c) Obedience and faith
10 Are you experiencing any circumstances in your life through 
which your faith is being tested? In your notebook, describe these 
circumstances and the qualities of faith you must exercise in order 
to overcome them.

Abraham’s Descendants
Objective 5. Identify descriptions of Abraham’s descendants and the 

relationship of each to the Israelites.
We have studied Abraham’s life in great detail because he 

personifi es or represents the true issues of faith. Though we 
will not be able to deal as thoroughly with the lives of each of 
Abraham’s descendants, we can learn many things about them.

The following diagram is called a family tree. It shows the 
family relationships among the descendants of Abraham. The 
heavier lines show the parts of the family which the Bible tells 
about. The diagram indicates, for example, that Terah had three 
sons: Haran, Abraham, and Nahor. Below each of these sons, are 
the names of his descendants. However, some of these descendants 
married each other so they are connected by lines as well. 
Rebecca, the granddaughter of Nahor, married Isaac, the son of 
Abraham and Sarah. Rachel and Leah, the great-granddaughters of 
Nahor, married Jacob, the great-grandson of Abraham.

70 Te n t s ,  Te m p l e s ,  a n d  P a l a c e s



ABRAHAM’S DESCENDANTS

Terah

Abraham
(Sarah)(Hagar)

Ishmael

ARABS

Haran

Lot

MOABITES
AMMONITES

Isaac

(Keturah)

Midian, etc.

MIDIANITES Rebecca

Nahor

Bethuel

Laban

Rachel Leah

12 Sons

ISRAELITES

JacobEsau

EDOMITES

Application
11 Circle the letter in front of each of Abraham’s descendants.
a) Rebecca
b) Lot
c) ARABS
d) EDOMITES
e) Jacob
f) Rachel
g) ISRAELITES
h) MOABITES

Do you remember the three purposes for which God chose 
a people? (See lesson introduction.) The third of these was to 
have a line of ancestry through which Jesus the Redeemer would 
come. Genesis 24–50 tells about three of Jesus’ ancestors who 
were descendants of Abraham: Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph.

Isaac; Read Genesis 24:1–26:35
Isaac’s story seems to be overshadowed by that of his father 

Abraham and his son Jacob. However, he was an important 
part of God’s plan. Abraham saw to it that he would not marry 
a Canaanite woman. Eliezer, Abraham’s servant, followed 
Abraham’s instructions and brought Isaac a wife from among 
Abraham’s relatives in Mesopotamia (Genesis 24). God 
confi rmed His covenant with Isaac (Genesis 26:5). Through 
Isaac, God’s promises were passed on to his son Jacob.
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Application
12 What division in Isaac’s family is shown in Genesis 25:27-28?

........................................................................................................

........................................................................................................

Jacob; Read Genesis: 27:1–37:1
Despite his failures, Jacob valued the covenant blessing of 

God. He seemed to be enthusiastic about God’s promise of a 
nation that would bless the world. As we read his story, we see 
that he had to experience the consequences of his sin as all men 
do. God tested and chastised him, producing greatness in his life. 
He treated him as a son (see Hebrews 12:5-8).

Finally, Jacob’s name, which meant deceiver, was changed 
to Israel, which meant a prince with God (Genesis 32:28). This 
was the name by which God’s chosen people would be called—
Israelites. Jacob’s twelve sons were the heads of the twelve tribes 
which became the nation of Israel (Genesis 49).

Application
13 Both Isaac and Jacob made similar mistakes with their 
children. Read Genesis 37:3-4. Circle the letter in front of the 
sentence which describes this mistake.
a) Neither man showed his children much affection.
b) Both men showed special favor to one son.
c) Both men gave all their sons expensive gifts.

Joseph; Read Genesis 37:2–50:26
The account of Joseph is truly one of the fascinating stories 

in the Bible. It illustrates God’s providence, which we can 
experience also. Joseph was sold as a slave into Egypt when he 
was 17. At 30 he became a ruler in Egypt. Ten years later, his 
father Jacob and the rest of the family entered Egypt during the 
time when there was a great famine in the entire fertile crescent. 
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They numbered 70 persons. Because of Joseph, Pharaoh (the 
king of Egypt) permitted them to settle in Goshen, east of where 
the Nile river enters the Mediterranean Sea. This area was 
suitable for them to make their livelihood as shepherds. There 
they grew greatly in number, wealth, and infl uence.

In Genesis 15:13-16 we read that God had told Abraham 
that his descendants would spend many years as strangers in a 
foreign land, and so the book of Genesis appears to end in failure 
for God’s people. The fi nal idea is that of burial (Genesis 50:26). 
Yet God knew that the Israelites needed to develop in strength 
and increase in numbers so they would be able to possess the 
land of promise. They also must be kept from intermarriage 
with the Canaanites and from the infl uence of the Canaanites’ 
idolatrous worship. During their time in Egypt, how wonderfully 
God built strength and purpose into His people!

Application
14 Review the preceding section. Then match the person’s name 
(right side) to each phrase which describes him or her (left side).
...... a He was the half-brother of Isaac.
...... b He was also called “Israel.”
...... c Two of his descendants married Jacob.
...... d He obtained the fi rst-born rights of his brother.
...... e She was the mother of Isaac.
...... f She told Jacob to deceive his father.
...... g God asked him to sacrifi ce his son.
...... h The twelve tribes of Israel descended from 

his grandson Jacob.
...... i He favored his son Esau.
...... j He and his sons went to live in Egypt.
...... k She favored her son Jacob.

1) Nahor
2) Abraham
3) Sarah
4) Isaac
5) Ishmael
6) Rebecca
7) Jacob
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A NATION IS BORN
From a small group of 70 people who went to Egypt, the 

Israelites increased until they were an exceedingly large number. 
But in order to possess the land promised to the patriarchs, they 
needed to be delivered and prepared. They needed to be formed 
into a nation.

Although this preparation lasted only 40 years, it was so 
important that one-sixth of the Old Testament is devoted to 
describing it. This includes all of Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, 
and most of Deuteronomy. A short outline of this description is 
as follows.

Egypt to Sinai Exodus 1–18
Camp at Sinai Exodus 19–Numbers 10:10
Wilderness Travel Numbers 10:11-21
Camp at Moab Numbers 22–Deuteronomy 34

Bondage and Slavery
Read Exodus 1–2
Objective 6. Select statements which describe how the Israelites’ 

experience in Egypt prepared them for what God wanted 
them to do next.

As Genesis tells about the many failures of man, Exodus 
describes the powerful story of God hastening to rescue man. It 
is the great book of redemption—which means the buying back 
or buying out of slavery or captivity.

The name of the book itself means going out or way out. The 
opening chapters recount one of the most exciting and dramatic 
times in the history of God’s people: how God gave them a way 
out, delivering them from the power of one of the mightiest 
rulers of their day—the Pharaoh of Egypt.

As Exodus begins, we read of the dark time when the hope 
God’s people had for a promised land was at its lowest ebb. 
Joseph had died at 110 years of age. A new king arose, “who 
knew nothing about Joseph” (Exodus 1:8). The Israelites, who 
had increased greatly in numbers and wealth, came under 
suspicion. They were reduced to the most miserable slavery. It 
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was a diffi cult time for them. Yet it led to the stirring of their 
almost-forgotten dreams . . . the promise of Canaan . . . the hope 
of being a special people of God.

It is indeed possible that the Israelites would never have left 
Egypt to go to the promised land if they had been comfortable 
and prosperous in Egypt. But God did not place their comfort as 
His highest interest. He wanted to develop their character and 
usefulness. God has a similar purpose for us—for we, too, are 
His people. We must keep this purpose constantly in mind.

Application
15 Review Exodus 1–2. The diffi cult experience the Israelites had 
in Egypt made them ready for what God wanted them to do next 
because they
a) became strong and numerous.
b) were comfortable and secure.
c) decreased and became weak.
d) cried out for help.

God’s people had been strengthened and made hopeful 
through hardship. They were ready for the next steps in God’s 
purpose to use them as a witness to Himself.

Redemption and Deliverance
Objective 7. Choose descriptions of the deliverance of the Israelites 

from Egypt and recognize the signifi cance of their 
deliverance.

God Chooses a Man; Read Exodus 3-6
As we study God’s plan for mankind, we see that it always 

involves a chosen man or woman. This was true when God 
brought the Israelites out of Egypt. During the last weary years 
of Israel’s bondage, a son was born to parents in the tribe of 
Levi. Pharaoh had ordered that all males born to the Israelites 
were to be killed. But this son was hidden by his mother in a 
small basket which was left among the reeds in the Nile river.
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The son was found by the daughter of the Pharaoh, who called 
him Moses, a word meaning to draw out, for she had drawn him 
out of the water. Through the infl uence of Moses’ older sister, 
Moses’ own mother was brought to care for him. The events of 
Moses’ life lead us to conclude that his mother taught him things 
about his people and the living God which he never forgot.

After his early years which he spent under his mother’s care, 
Moses was raised in the court of the king. He had the wealth of 
Egypt at his command. He learned many things during the 40 
years in Pharaoh’s palace. Yet, he did not cease to identify with 
his people the Israelites, even in wrong ways (Exodus 2:11-16). 
Moses was imperfect like all of us are. God had to put him into 
the desert of Midian for the second major part of his education, 
where he lived for the next 40 years of his life.

Finally, when Moses was 80 years old, the eternal God 
appeared to him. As Moses stood at the burning bush in the 
desert of Midian, God said “I am the God of your ancestors, the 
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,” thus linking Himself with 
the covenant promises made to the patriarchs (Exodus 3:6). 
God told Moses what things His plan for Moses’ life included 
(Exodus 3:1–4:17). During the last 40 years of his life, Moses led 
God’s people out of Egypt and toward the promised land.

Application
16 Moses is referred to many times in the Bible. Review 
Exodus 1–3 and read Acts 7:22-30. Match the place (right side) to 
each description of what Moses learned there (left side).
...... a To know God
...... b That he was an Israelite
...... c That God would send him to 

Pharaoh
...... d The wisdom of Egypt

1) His mother’s home
2) In Pharaoh’s palace
3) In the desert of 

Midian
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17 Read Hebrews 11:24. According to that Scripture, Moses 
made several important choices. Match the choice (right side) 
with each description of what it involved (left side).
...... a have the treasures of Egypt
...... b keep his eyes on the future reward.
...... c be called the son of the king’s 

daughter.
...... d suffer with God’s people.
...... e enjoy sin for a little while.

1) Moses chose to
2) Moses refused to

It was Moses who wrote the Pentateuch (the fi rst fi ve books 
of the Bible). His training in Egypt along with his spiritual 
experience would have given him the necessary ability to do this 
important task.

God Delivers the Israelites; Read Exodus 7–14
Freeing God’s people from a Pharaoh of overwhelming 

power looked like an impossible task. The might of Egypt had 
greatly increased. It extended from Egypt through Palestine up to 
the Euphrates area.

Moses asked for Pharaoh to release God’s people. Pharaoh’s 
reply gives in a few words his whole attitude—it is classic: 
“Who is the Lord? Why should I listen to him?” (Exodus 5:2). 
God supported Moses’ request with supernatural plagues. The 
fi rst nine plagues were similar to natural events that sometimes 
happened in the Nile River valley—dead fi sh, swarms of dying 
frogs, lice and gnats, swarming insects and pestilence, boils and 
crop-destroying hail. The last one was a judgment on all of the 
gods of Egypt (Exodus 12:12).

We read that at fi rst Pharaoh remained stubborn, or as the 
Hebrew language says it, he hardened his heart. Then we read 
that God made him stubborn, or as the Hebrew language says, 
caused his heart to stand fi rm. Thus we see that God only made 
more sure what Pharaoh himself had already decided. Pharaoh 
by his own will made the decision to resist, but God held him 
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to it for His own glory. The plagues demonstrated the power of 
Israel’s God to both the Egyptians and the Israelites. Each plague 
brought a greater realization of God’s supernatural power.

Finally, God sent the last plague. The results of this one were 
so severe that the Egyptians insisted that the Israelites leave 
immediately (Exodus 12:33).

Application
18 Review Exodus 12:21-36 and answer the following questions 
in your notebook.
a What did Moses tell the Israelites to do (vs. 21-22)?
b What did Moses say God would do (v.23)?
c What happened to the Egyptians (v.29)?
d What two things did the Egyptians do (vs. 31, 35-36)?
e Why was this event called the Passover?

The Israelites left at once, carrying with them the wealth of 
Egypt. They went towards the Red Sea. This was not the most 
direct way to Canaan. By the well-traveled coastal road, which 
was used for commercial and military purposes, they could 
have reached Canaan in two weeks. But God chose to lead them 
towards the Red Sea. Remember, they were a disorganized mass 
of former slaves. Time and opportunity for them to become 
united was very important. God did not want them to turn back 
to Egypt. And He was going to do one more mighty act. This act 
would have a great effect on the Egyptians; they would know 
that He was the Lord (Exodus 14:4).

God led the people in a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar 
of fi re by night. He Himself was there. When the Egyptians 
changed their minds and came out against the Israelites, God 
moved the cloud of glory behind His people, between them 
and their enemies. God used a strong east wind to open a way 
through the sea, and the Israelites crossed over. They watched as 
the Egyptian army was covered by the sea while trying to follow 
them. God had delivered His people.
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Application
19 What effect did this miracle have on the Israelites 
(Exodus 14:31)?

........................................................................................................

........................................................................................................
20 Circle the letter of each TRUE statement.
a God caused Pharaoh to decide to resist Him.
b The fi rstborn sons of the Israelites were spared because the 

Israelites lived in Goshen.
c Pharaoh asked the Israelites to leave.
d The Israelites were unable to take anything with them.
e The Israelites did not go directly to Canaan.
21 God miraculously delivered His people. This deliverance was 
signifi cant because it showed that
a) Moses convinced Pharaoh to change his mind.
b) the Israelites were clever and wise.
c) there was no god like the Lord.
d) the Israelites were a great nation.

There was much ahead for the Israelites to learn. There was 
discipline and chastisement. There were miraculous provisions 
and lessons of leadership. But a nation was born in a day . . . 
born on the basis of blood being shed . . . struggling like a child 
to fi nd its feet and learn its purpose. But it was the people of God.
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self-test
1 In what way did the civilization described in Genesis 11 
illustrate the pattern given in Romans 1?
a) They had rejected God’s truth and were rebellious.
b) They had no knowledge of God at all.
c) They began to worship images made like reptiles.
2 God’s call to Abram was to
a) have many descendants.
b) become a great nation.
c) leave his native land.
3 Circle the letter of the phrase which gives the places of 
Abram’s journey in the correct order.
a) Haran, Ur, Shechem
b) Shechem, Ur, Haran
c) Ur, Haran, Shechem
4 Abraham’s reaction to his last and crucial trial was that of
a) humility.
b) obedience.
c) patience.
5 The twelve tribes of Israel descended from the twelve sons of
a) Abraham.
b) Jacob.
c) Joseph.
6 Circle the letter in front of each TRUE statement.
a) Abram’s (Abraham’s) faith was tested after God had 

promised him many descendants.
b) Abraham received the sign of circumcision after he had 

already believed in God’s word.
c) Jacob entered Egypt before Joseph did.
d) The man whose name meant deceiver received a new name 

meaning a prince with God.
e) Pharaoh’s palace was the place where Moses came to know 

God.
f) When the Israelites left Egypt they were ready to enter the 

promised land.
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answers to study questions
11 c) ARABS.

d) EDOMITES.
e) Jacob.
g) ISRAELITES.

 1 a His eternal power and His divine nature can be known.
b They refuse to honor God or give Him thanks.

12 Isaac favored Esau and Rebecca favored Jacob; this caused 
Jacob and Esau to be divided from one another.

 2 b) rejected the truth they once knew.
13 b) Both men showed special favor to one son.
 3 a False..

b False.
c True
d True.

14 a 5) Ishmael.
b 7) Jacob.
c 1) Nahor.
d 7) Jacob.
e 3) Sarah.
f 6) Rebecca.
g 2) Abraham.
h 2) Abraham.
i 4) Isaac.
j 7) Jacob.
k 6) Rebecca.

 4 a He asked him to leave his native land, his relatives, and his 
father’s house.

b He told him to go to a country that God would show him.
c He promised to give him many descendants, make his 

name famous, and bless the whole world through him. 
(Your answers should be similar.)

15 a) became strong and numerous.
d) cried out for help.

 5 c) friend.
16 a 3) In the desert of Midian.

b 1) His mother’s home.
c 3) In the desert of Midian.
d 2) In Pharaoh’s palace.
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 6 a) Abram left the city of Ur, then went 600 miles north to 
Haran and 400 miles southwest to Shechem.

17 a 2) Moses refused to
b 1) Moses chose to
c 2) Moses refused to
d 1) Moses chose to
e 2) Moses refused to

 7 No. 1: Separation; Fervor of Faith.
 No. 2: Famine; Suffi ciency of Faith.
 No. 3: Riches; Humility.
 No. 4: Power; Integrity.
 No. 5: Delay; Patience.
18 a He told each family to kill a lamb or goat and put its blood 

on the door posts and beam of their house. They were to 
stay inside all night.

b He would see the blood and would not slay their fi rstborn.
c All their fi rstborn sons were slain.
d They told the Israelites to leave, and they gave them 

jewelry and clothes.
e Because the Lord passed over the homes of Israel and 

spared their fi rstborn sons.
 8 a True.

b False.
c True.
d True.

19 They had deep respect and awe towards the Lord and put faith in 
Him and His servant Moses. (Your answer should be similar.)

9 c) Obedience and totality seems to me to be the best answer.
20 a False.

b False.
c True.
d False.
e True.

10 Your answer. Perhaps you are facing some of the issues 
Abraham did. You can be victorious just as he was.

21 c) there was no god like the Lord.
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for your notes
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